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A LETTER FROM OUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT y

Dear Elizabeth River District Friends,
Grace and peace to you as we enter into this New Year and decade!
It dawns on me that the words grace and peace are particularly
timely on this first week. All of us have reentered our work together

with the arrival of “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through
Separation’. We are all struggling a bit with our response because nearly all of us,
including myself, received word about it through national news sources. So many of
you worked very hard to address the issue with pastoral sensitivity from your pulpits
this weekend and | am grateful for your initiative in beginning our conversation.

The Elizabeth River District desires to do the very best we can to provide you
resources to assist you in continuing your leadership around this issue in the weeks
and months to come. Unfortunately, as has been the case in the past, we are trying to
get our hands and minds around a sometimes elusive and moving target. Let me
therefore offer a few thoughts, reminders, and resources that | pray might be a part of
our continuing response:

1. Let me remind you that the Protocol is not yet a done deal. It has been approved
by sixteen persons and still has to pass a number of substantial bars including Judicial
Council and General Conference. Many things can happen between now and May.

2. That being said, let us also recognize that this proposal does have stronger legs
than most others that have come before us. It has the endorsement of multiple critical
representatives that exercise substantial denominational weight. There is a reasonable
chance of approval.

3. As we have said many times before, disciples of Jesus Christ are self-

feeders. That means that we don’t wait for others to take the initiative in our

learning. We take initiative whether we are clergy or lay. During contentious seasons
such as ours, it is critical that we do all we can to take the volume down, listen

carefully, and learn. Best decisions are made in this place.

a. On Monday January 13th, there was a press conference live streamed. It has been archived
under the heading “UM News interviews protocol developers” and can be viewed at
www.UMNews.org.

b. There is of course the Protocol document itself. It is a bit lengthy but worth your time in
reading through it. View the Protocol at:

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files /websites /www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediat
ion+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf

c. There is a helpful FAQ document that you can find here:
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-
about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711

d. Bishop Ken Carter offered a helpful statement here:

https://www.facebook.com/revkencarter



https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.umnews.org%2f%3ffbclid%3dIwAR0Vo9Pf7C3YPF-XDf_ha-DGa0r80K34loQh4zzvvXysRwtJ8b_V5u0umE4&srcid=30212&srctid=1&erid=1176636&trid=09915457-bb08-43b2-9e20-0ab5685ec26b
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13133711
https://www.facebook.com/revkencarter
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e. Note the additional resources on our VAUMC web site.
4. As has been said many times, your non-anxious leadership matters. We must be
careful in our conversations. We don’t speak in sound bites. We don’t use bumper
sticker slogans. We don’t react, but instead, we respond. We deliberately choose to
love all those around us, even in disagreement. We choose to serve and wash the feet
even of those who disagree with us. That is just what we as clergy and lay leadership
do, but we do so following the example of our Lord.

Finally, and most importantly, many have been praying. Clergy and laity both have
been praying for renewal to fall upon our local churches, Districts, Annual Conferences
and for our 2020 General Conference. Most of all we prayed for renewal of your
church and mine. Those prayers have been heard by our loving God who yearns for
those prayers. God is not done with us yet and as has been said many times from this
office, in Jesus Christ there is no place where there is no hope. | join you in holding on
to that hope and the Savior who yet offers it to us individually, congregationally, and

denominationally!

Blessings, Wayne

: TIM TALK
The gospel s less about e .
how to getinto the Kingdom Living
Kingdom of Heaven after Recently in the office Edna came to me with a computer
you die, and more about
how tolive in the question. She apparently was having problems in printing a
g:;g:_j:;;zﬂ;leeaven payroll tax document using e-forms. Thinking it had
Fle e something to do with her new computer she came to me for

help. | walked to her computer, sat down, and began to look
at her computer screen. On the screen there was a blue box that said: “Print and Save
Document.” | asked her if she had clicked her mouse onto the blue box. Her answer
was “l don’t recall...go ahead and click it for me.” So, | did. And, if by magic, the
document printed!

Often times, when it comes to reading the Bible many of us do the same thing; we
fail to follow its basic instruction. Many people read the Bible as though it were Basic
Instruction Before Leaving Earth. As long as they follow its instructions the Bible
becomes their lottery ticket guaranteeing them space in heaven. However, Kingdom
living isn’t about getting to heaven as much as it’s about how one lives out their life in
the here and now. Steven Koster, Executive Editor of Today Devotional and Director of
ReFrame Media says of the word kingdom; it /s used many times in the New
Testament gospels. Jesus often said, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like...” and then he
went on to tell a parable describing what it was like. It’s like a man who sows seed, or
a mustard seed, or a treasure hidden in a field. Those are just a few examples. But
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what does that mean? A definition | learned many years ago as a child was, ‘The
kingdom of God is the rule of God in the hearts and lives of his subjects.’ And it was
often illustrated by means of a heart, with a throne pictured in the middle of the heart.
It’s what the world looks like when people love God and neighbor as they were
designed to do.”

Like the little blue box on Edna’s computer, many of us read the Bible without
following through with its basic instruction for Kingdom Living in the here and now.
Preparing for life in heaven takes much more than just reading the Bible; it takes the
willingness to press the ‘Print and Save’ button now and start loving God and neighbor
as we were designed to do.

In the words of the Apostle Paul:
“Love from the center of who you are. Don’t Fake It!” (Romans 12:9)

Timv

Dr. Timothy D. Hazlett

WINTER SERMON SERIES FOR FEBRUARY 2020
ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED IN MAYBERRY

FEBRUARY 2, 2020
WINTER SERMON SERIES
LIFE LESSONS LEARNED FROM MAYBERRY
“Being Imitators of God”
Ephesians 4:25-5:1 (NRSV)
Episode: Big Fish in a Small Town

FEBRUARY 9, 2020
WINTER SERMON SERIES
LIFE LESSONS LEARNED FROM MAYBERRY
“Being Tested by God”
James 1:12-18 (MSQ)
Episode: A Plaque for Mayberry



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymotion.com%2Fvideo%2Fx6vipkc&psig=AOvVaw0wPDQW0kzWC65cEJ6opwCs&ust=1576769484403000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMC_rajCv-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F465489311464727020%2F&psig=AOvVaw07Yyzy7NkoULx3y-zaYPVS&ust=1576769632962000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCcyPHCv-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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FEBRUARY 16, 2020
WINTER SERMON SERIES
LIFE LESSONS LEARNED FROM MAYBERRY

“Washed Inside and Out” i \
Episode: “Citizen Arrest” i, ¥
Titus 3:1-9 (MSG) N

LENTEN SERMONS SERIES FOR FEBRUARY 2020
SERMON ON THE MOUNT

FEBRUARY 23, 2020 el
LENTEN/EASTER SERMON SERIES
SERMON ON THE MOUNT
“Blessed Are You”
Matthew 5:1-11 (NRSV)

MAYBERRY CHURCH
RETURNS SUNDAY, FEERUARY 2, 2020
Sunday 61 §30PM - Fellowallip. Hall

Come and join this exciting gathering of believers growing in their journey with Christ.

Using the Bible and classic episodes of “The Andy Griffith Show” Oaklette is offering
this unique and award-winning opportunity for south Hampton Roads. Our worship
themes and episodes are as follows:

e February 2 - Episode: “Dinner at Eight” - With Aunt Bee and Opie out of town
Andy hopes to settle in for a peaceful night at home alone. Goober feeling
sorry for his friend however turns a peaceful night into an adventure of
overindulgence. Theme: Overindulgence. Scripture: 1 Peter 2:11 (MSG) -
“Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your soul.”

e February 9 - Episode: “Howard, the Comedian” - Howard enters a televised
Raleigh talent show as a stand-up comedian and uses the folks of Mayberry
as his material. The town finds his jokes far from funny, but once Mayberry
becomes famous for Howard’s jokes the people have a change of heart.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fvlipsy.com%2Fvlip%2Fandy-griffith-show-citizens-arrest-9NQUqfS6&psig=AOvVaw1KkbXpVWafzbGY4dgQHF9Q&ust=1576769762843000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDCg6PDv-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DIeHByPn6Vf8&psig=AOvVaw1ufktHQrCjI_cYY3DPe14w&ust=1576769927684000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjslffDv-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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THEME: The Benefits of Laughter. Scripture: Psalm 30:5 (MSG) - “The nights
of crying your eyes out give way to days of laughter.”

e February 16 - Episode: “Floyd’s Barbershop” - When Howard raises the rent
for Floyd’s Barbershop Floyd threatens to move his business to another
town. Theme: Profitable Friendships Scripture: Leviticus 25:36 (MSG) - “Don’t
gauge his with interest charges, out of reverence for your God help your
brother to continue to live with you in the neighborhood.”

e February 23 - Episode: “A Plaque for Mayberry” - When the Women's
Historical Society are preparing to commemorate a Revolutionary War hero
with a plaque, they discover his direct descendent is living in Mayberry.
When the Society announces that town drunk Otis Campbell is that
descendant the mayor and town council throw a fit and want Andy to get
Otis out of town so it won’t cause them an embarrassment. Theme: The Cost
of Embarrassment. Scripture: Mark 8:38 (MSG) - “If any of you are
embarrassed over me and the way I’'m leading you when you get around your
fickle and unfocused friends, know that you’ll be an even greater
embarrassment to the Son of Man when he arrives in all the splendor of God,
his Father, with an army of the holy angels.”

‘
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FOLLOW, KNOW & BECOME LIKE JESUS

Love-ly Superlatives
To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances, to seek
him the greatest adventure, to find him the greatest human
achievement.
- St. Augustine
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BECOMING A WARRIOR NOT A WORRIER
BIBLE STUDY
BARNES & NOBLES STARBUCK’S CAFE AT GREENBRIER
WEDNESDAY’S AT 1:00 PM
(LOCATED NEXT TO THE HARRIS TEETER)

BREAKFAST AT DENNY’S
Oaklette is encouraging you and your friends to gather
for a ‘social breakfast’ at the Battlefield Blvd. Denny’s
located in front of the Home Depot on the second Friday
of every month. In February that’s Friday, the 14th! This is
an opportunity for the good folk of Oaklette to “get
outside of the castle” and into the neighborhood of which
we are a part. No reservations are necessary! Just show
up and eat breakfast (or a snack). Breakfast is on you.
Debbie Rippard will be there to greet you at 9:00 AM!

WORSHIP FOR OUR CURRENT TIMES
“Come to the river where you will thirst no more.”
Sundays at 8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall!
(Due to the Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch/Lunch The River will not meet on Sunday,

February 23rd.)

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
The season of Lent will soon be upon us! On Wednesday, February
26t you are invited to join Dr. Tim for a special Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes Worship Service. It will be held at 6:30PM in the
sanctuary.
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MARDIS GRAS PANCAKE BRUNCH/LUNCH
On Sunday, February 23rd both the Oaklette and Spirit of Truth
Ministries congregations will be worshipping and eating together. This is
our first Fellowship Event of the New Year! The Shepherd’s Flock Sunday
school class will be hosting this year’s Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch/Lunch
following the 11:00 worship celebration. No food is needed. Just bring
your appetite and join us as we break bread (pancakes) together.

THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER OFFERING

Please remember to pick up your Thirty Pieces of Silver Bag for
Lent. They are available in the Narthex, in the Coffee Area by the
side entrance to the sanctuary, as well in the Fellowship Hall at

The River. They are to be returned by Easter Sunday! Our goal
= @ again this year is to raise enough funds to provide 14,000 meals
\/' to Rise Against Hunger. Packaging of these meals will be done by

us in late September.

KITS FOR CONFERENCE
Virginia’s Annual Conference is fast approaching and that means
we need to gather our Kits for Conference. The kits that are being
collected this year include Hygiene Kits, Cleaning Kits (formerly
Flood Buckets), School Kits, Layette Kits, Birthing Kits, as well as
Sewing Kits. Instructions for how each kit is to be assemble are

available by contacting the church office. Kits can be placed in the

Church Parlor across the hall from the Pastor’s Office. All kits

need to be at church by Sunday, June 14th,

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

83

i’ o Starting on Sunday March 8th Dr. Tim will be hosting a New Member

* ZMEMBER SRR entation wi
~ ZORENTATON _ Orientation in his office at 4:30 PM. Orientation will meet every Sunday
‘%‘w through March 29th. New Members will be received into the church on

Easter Sunday April 12th,


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLoNKw_rjgAhWNwMQHHYdhDpUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ficause.com%2Ffranksville%2Fnorth-cape-lutheran-new-member-orientation%2F20002289060619&psig=AOvVaw2EaAABvDEFFLygH1zhLph-&ust=1550156820036244
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South Hampton Roads Mission Project

JUNE 13 - 20, 2020
HOST CHURCH: Indian River Baptist Church

For the first time ever Oaklette Church, instead of hosting a
Vacation Bible School, will be participating in SHRMP!

SHRMP, a full 7-day experience, focuses on transforming socially and economically
disadvantaged communities through the love and power of Jesus Christ. This
experience prayerfully builds relationships in the South Norfolk and South Hampton
Roads areas through various activities like Vacation Bible Schools and Sports/Reading
Camps. With your help, alongside other supporting churches and organizations, we
seek to impact even more individuals’ and families’ lives.

How can you help? Volunteer to work in the kitchen or help with registration.
Volunteer to lead a Bible Story, help with recreation, do crafts, read, lead
worship, and/or be a crew leader. Volunteers will be needed for both the
afternoon and evening sessions.

For more information on how you can volunteer please speak with Pat Cruz or
call the church office. Registration forms must be submitted by May 1stl
The only expense to you will be the purchase of a SHRMP T-Shirt (that is, if you
desire one).




February 2020 Issue 2 Page 9

Pray for our Military (In order to protect the safety of our Troops and their
families, we will no longer list their whereabouts or their branches of service.)

Micah Beasley - (Nephew of Verna Carroll)
Jordan Carter - (Grandson of Len & Carole Carter)

Justin Castellow - (Son of Buzz and Shellene Castellow)

Marcus Hincks - (Husband of Samantha McDonald and Pray
For Our Troops

Please keep all our

Troy Hudgins - (Nephew of Jenny & Tommy Obenchain) Se“,‘v?,?gi',‘,‘{,‘,’gm';w

Ann & Jimmy Lee’s grandson-in-law)

in your prayers.

Jared Meharg (Son-in-law of Dana & Don Moody)

Brian Miller - (Grandson-in-law of Adel Denson)

Major Matt Springer - (Son of Wayne & Sharon Springer)
Scott W. Weifert

Major Paul Leon Wolfe Il - (Grandson of Barbara & Jack Buchanan)

Remember our Shut-ins/Nursing Home Residents with Cards, Calls,
Visits, & Prayers

Billy East Nell Cucinotta Adel Denson
2701 Border Rd 1249 Davis Avenue Chesapeake Place
Chesapeake, VA 23324 Chesapeake, VA 23325 1508 Volvo Parkway
Chesapeake, VA 23320
Jackie Munden Marjorie Harrison Mamie Whitehurst
3009 Mattox Dr. Chesapeake Place c/o Cathy Albertson
Chesapeake, VA 23325 1508 Volvo Parkway 4009 Sir Leslie Court
Chesapeake, VA 23320 Virginia Beach, VA 23464
Pat Grover Fleda Humphries Doris Doughten
1726 Harvest Bend Ct. Kempsville Health/Rehab Chesapeake Place
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 5520 Indian River Road 1508 Volvo Parkway

Virginia Beach, VA 23464 Chesapeake, VA 23320
Howard Combs

Autumn Care Evelyn Yount Mary Guynn

Room 306 . 4110 McNeal Avenue Chesapeake Place

715 Argyll Street Chesapeake, VA 23325 1508 Volvo Parkway
Chesapeake, VA 23320 Chesapeake, Va 23320
Lucille Payette Joyce Richwine Martha Riggan

1408 Elder Avenue 2105 Johnstown Road Westminster Canterbury
Chesapeake, VA 23325 Chesapeake, VA 23322  Joy Center, Room 11

Virginia Beach, VA 23451
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Altar Flowers
February

-2-
Ann & Jimmy Lee
_9_
Carol & Bill Henry
-1 6_
Lori Hazlett
-23
Jan Whitzel

February

2-
Denise Morin
-9-

Ann & Jimmy Lee
-16-

-23-
Pat Newbern

Please sign up for altar
flowers and Food
Basket. There are
many, many blank

lines to fill!

Ministry

February Food Pantry
Workers
_3_
Shelley Castellow
&
Paige Weifert
-1 0_

Ann & Jimmy Lee
_'| 7_
Barbara Malloy
&

Jane Basnight
24-

Sandy Carraway
&

Linda Gallop

Volunteers are needed
to work the Food Pantry
on Mondays. It is only
for two hours per shift
and usually only one
shift per several
months. Please contact
Barbara Bennett if you
are interested.

colvtes

February

2-

Jessica Weifert
-9-

Jerome Dickinson

-16-

Barbara Bennett
-23-

Jessica Weifert

E_-;W\'\\\.

Please use the following
email address when
communicating with the
church:
oaklette@oakletteumc.org

Wi-fi is available
throughout the
building. The password
is blessing4u.


http://www.lakecitiesumc.org/images/blogimages/altar-flowers.jpg
http://umc-sc.org/wp-content/uploads/FoodPantry1.jpg
http://www.rebuildingtogetherokc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/food-basket1.jpg
http://www.stjohnshuntingtonwv.org/uploads/1/3/4/2/13423527/6362679.gif
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ltar Gullg

February

Judy Carter
&
Joanne Rooks

Samantha McDonald
_5_

Adel Denson
Nancy Hoeflaak
_7_
Richard Tucker
-12-
James Calvert
-1 3_
Kathryn Paynter
Carl Gayle
- ] 4_

Scott Poyner
-1 6_

Earl Baker
William Smith
-1 8_
Mildred Walling
-1 9_
Timothy Hazlett
Gina Long
John Gallop V
22-
Patricia Newbern
Virginia Hair
Martha Riggan
-28-
Cynthia West
Eric Nathan
Kelly Bailey

OVe

o

LOOKING FOR LOVE

Though not a fan of making
New Year’s resolutions, Jen
Kramer decided to add
meaning to 2018 by declaring
it #theyearoflove. Each day
she wrote a “love note” to a
different person, expressing
gratitude and offering
encouragement.  Recipients
ranged from waiters and
custodians to relatives and a
terminally ill friend.

The experiment may have
stemmed from the sudden,
unexpected death of Kramer’s
father while she was away at
college. “Why don’t we say
those things to people while
they’re here?” she tells the
Chicago Tribune. “It’s easy to
be kind, and it’s easy to tell
people how you feel.”

. FEBRUARY

-14-
Shellene & Robert Castellow
-20-
Adelyn & Derek Hemry

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL

%

&

SHEPHERD’S CROOK

The shepherd’s crook is a
symbol for Jesus, the Good
Shepherd. “I am the good
shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep” (John 10:11).
The crook also symbolizes
the shepherds who visited
the  baby Jesus in
Bethlehem. It’s also used in
connection  with  King
David, who worked as a
shepherd when he was

young.

A Prayer for Ash
Wednesday

Lord of the winds,
| cry to thee,

| that am dust,
And blown about
By every gust

| fly to thee.

Lord of the waters,
Unto thee | call.
| that am weed
Upon the waters borne,
And by the waters torn,
Tossed by the waters,
At thy feet | fall.
- Mary Coleridge
(1861-1907)


https://www.clipart.email/make-a-clipart/?image=4948283
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John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.”


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXs9-QjpXnAhUKc98KHfzbCVkQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fbible-study-coloring-pages&psig=AOvVaw3jtJbC_EYUBEBqR9SmyObK&ust=1579710443619052
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Thank you to everyone for the cards, phone calls, visits, prayers and acts of kindness shown to
me during my recent illness and recovery.
Lillian Everett

\%’3)9
In /
Sympathy

Sincere sympathy is extended to Tim Hazlett on the passing of his Uncle Dave on December 26, 2019,
to Hannah Bailey on the passing of her sister, Jean, on January 1, 2020,

to Monica Whitehurst and family on the passing of her father, the Reverend Walter Allen Whitehurst, on
January 4, 2020,

to Lillian Everett on the passing of her sister-in-law, Sandra King, on January 13, 2020,

and to the family and friends of Carrie White Moore Potts, wife of former pastor, Rev. Reginald Harrell
Potts, Ill, who passed away January 19, 2020.

LOVER JEVEK
o Vo U

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other
occasions that we may not really hear its meaning anymore. It can help to listen to something familiar
said in different words. What new understandings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible
reveal to you?

“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’
doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel,
takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the
best, never looks back, but keeps going to the end. Love never dies.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-8a, MSG)


https://wikiclipart.com/sympathy-clip-art_30768/
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January 15-21, 2020

Our 26" Year!

Year 26 is in the books!

We took 44+ guests per night. 70 individuals stayed with us at least one night. We were partnered with
Christ United Methodist Church which was also a busing site. The number of homeless this year averaged
100+.

Again, this year, we were blessed to have the Students from VA Wesleyan University. They stayed 5 out
of the 7 nights and worked all the jobs. | was happy to see Oaklette’s younger adults be more involved;
Cassie Weifert and Jacob Reed stayed overnight; Charles Owusu-Ansah went to the bus stop; Daniel Manu
worked several shifts. Sarah Miles was my Apprentice/Lieutenant, “learning the ropes” and mirroring my
efforts. She will be an excellent leader when | turn over the reins to her (in the future). One of the older
volunteers from St. Matthews had the best adage regarding aging, said, “We’ve been around a while,
some of our collection plates are tarnished”.

Barbara Bennett made sure that delicious meals were served (300 dinners and 300 breakfasts) and that
300 lunches were packed. A Viethamese Group served a delicious dinner as well as, Eastminster
Presbyterian, Woodland Heights Baptist and St. Matthew’s Catholic churches and Coast Guard and
Chesapeake Sheriff’s Department, along with our “Egg Lady”-Peggy Johnson, Oaklette circles and Sunday
School classes prepared meals. Members of St. Matthews Catholic, St. Paul’s UMC, Grace Lutheran and
Woodland Heights Baptist volunteers provided manpower to fill needed positions (especially overnight).
Lori Hazlett wins the “Towel Cleaning Award” for laundering the most loads of towels (5 out of 7 days).

This year, we had to call the Paramedics twice at our church and once at the bus stop.

A special “thank you” to the Bus Team, a.k.a., my “Posse” ; Chris Carroll, Colin Carroll, Dr. Tim Hazlett,
Arte Jones, Jimmy Lee, David Miles and Sarah Miles. They battled the elements (rain, wind, cold) to help
me get our guests back to church. Calvin Gallop and David Rippard provided cleanup each morning. Our
guests enjoyed several nights of rousing bingo games managed by the “Bingo Queen”, Brenda Swoope
and “The Duke of Bingo”, Mike Le. The winnings were gloves, sweatshirts and warm gear, pants, bus
tickets, etc. Thanks to the generosity of some individuals, we were able to give every guest a $5.00
McDonald’s/Dollar Tree gift cards for 3 nights and on the last night, we gave everyone an HRT bus ticket.
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David Rippard, Calvin Gallop and Len Carter were our Procurement guys (picking up milk, donuts,
dropping off mats and blankets, etc.).

Our guests were very appreciative and told me that no other church treats them as well as we do.

On to year 27!

Love and Blessings,

Debbie Rippard & the NEST Team (Barbara Bennett, Chris Carroll, Helene Haluska, Bill Henry, David
Rippard, Brenda Swoope, Rachel Swoope)
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HEAVENLY APPEARANCE

Our omnipresent God shows up in some unexpected places. People have “miraculously” seen Jesus’
face on everything from junk food to a rusty water tank. We don’t know what Jesus looked like, of
course, but Scripture indicates his appearance was rather ordinary. “He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him” (Isaiah 53:2, NIV).

On one occasion, however, Jesus’ face was majestically transformed. At his Transfiguration, observed
by many churches on the Sunday before Lent, Jesus’ “face shone like the sun, and his clothes became
white as light” (Matthew 17:2, ESV). Some disciples witnessed Jesus’ glory — which will be ours,
thanks to his death and resurrection. As 1 John 3:2 (NIV) promises: “When Christ appears, we shall
be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”
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THE VERY BEST VALENTINE

Almost everyone — at least of the female persuasion — knows the romantic meaning of the phrase
“hearts and flowers.” Valentine’s Day is coming! What will 1 get from my boyfriend...my
husband...my best friend” I’m hoping for some sort of bouquet, a card full of loving words and red
hearts, candy or at least a sweet balloon.

Human beings may disappoint. That special someone may forget to check the calendar for February
14. But even if he doesn’t come through exactly as | hope, I can still be amazed and happy with the
valentine | am sure to receive every day from my heavenly Father and his Son: words of delight and
joy and caring — always surrounding me with love and more love. These are the best “hearts and
flowers” I could ever have, and which I do have, on Valentine’s Day and throughout eternity.

- Sandy Hyland
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
6:30 PM SOTM Children’s
Worship & Dance Group
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 AM The River 10 AM Food Pantry Bulletin Articles Due 1 PM Bible Study @ 7 PM SOTM Bible 6:30 PM SOTM Children’s
9:30 AM Sunday School 10:30 AM Golden Girls 6:30 PM Circle of Joy Barnes & Noble Study Worship & Dance Group
9:30 AM-2 PM SOTM Circle of Love 7 PM SOTM Men’s Ministry | 7 PM Choir Practice
11 AM Worship 6 PM Strategic Planning 7 PM SOTM Women'’s
2:30-6 PM Girl Scouts 6:PM SOTM Youth Ministry
6:30 PM Mayberry Church Heritage
7 PM Church Council
7 PM HRM Band
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
8:30 AM The River 9:30 AM Chesapeake Bulletin Articles Due 1 PM Bible Study @ 10 AM Thursday w/Tim | 9 AM Breakfast | 6:30 PM SOTM Children’s
9:30 AM Sunday School Master Gardeners Barnes & Noble 6:30 PM SOTM at Denny’s Worship & Dance Group
9:30 AM-2 PM SOTM 10 AM Food Pantry 7 PM Choir Practice Leadership Workshop
11 AM Worship 6 PM SOTM Youth (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Mayberry Church Heritage 7 PM Model “A” Club
7 PM HRM Band
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30 AM The River 10 AM Food Pantry Bulletin Articles Due 1 pm Bible Study @ 10 AM Thursday w/Tim 4-8 PM Light of the World
9:30 AM Sunday School 6 PM SOTM Youth Newsletter Articles Due Barnes & Noble 7 PM SOTM Bible Church Banquet
9:30 AM-2 PM SOTM Heritage 7 PM SOTM Men’s Ministry | 7 PM Choir Practice Study 6:30 PM SOTM Children’s
11 AM Worship 7 PM HRM Band 7 PM SOTM Women's 7 PM Friends of Indian Worship & Dance Group
6:30 PM Mayberry Church Ministry River
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30AM The River 10 AM Food Pantry Bulletin Articles Due 1 PM Bible Stuey @ 10 AM Thursday w/Tim 1-4:30 PM Smith Baby Shower
9:30 AM Sunday School 6 PM SOTM Youth Barnes & Noble 7 PM SOTM Bible 6:30 PM Children’s Worship &
11 AM Joint Worship w/SOTM Heritage 6 PM United Methodist | Study Dance Group
12 PM Mardi Gras Pancake 7 PM HRM Band Men
Breakfast 6:30 PM Ash Wed Serv
6:30 PM Mayberry Church 7 PM Choir Practice
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Oaklette Staff

Oaklette’s Mission Statement: Pastor: Dr. Timothy D. Hazlett

“God’s Body in this Community” Director of Music: Dana Moody
Financial Secretary: Edna Bess

“Oaklette United Methodist Church through Admin. Asst.: Eileen Ballance

worship, education, and outreach, seeks to Phone: (757) 545-7434

make the Gospel of Jesus Christ real, as we Fax #: (757) 543-2222

minister to all people. Parsonage: (757) 494-9369

Editor: Eileen Ballance



