GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Sisters and brothers, we worship the One who stands at the beginning and at the end of history
—the God for whom all time is now. Every day we have a chance to participate in the work
God is doing in the world. By bringing our gifts each week, by offering our lives each day,
we affirm our trust in a power beyond violence, beyond greed. Let us gladly offer who we are
—and what we hold — in service to God.

Long, Kim; Long, Kim. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: 2(p. 257).
Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving Creator, whose reign is everlasting, we offer these gifts with grateful hearts.
May they serve to proclaim your truth and extend your kingdom of justice, peace, and
love. Transform our offerings and our lives to bear witness to the hope and promise of
Christ, our King. In his holy name, we pray. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him
above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

HYMN “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” #589
1. The church of Christ, in every age beset by change but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.

2. Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat, and never live until they die.

3. Then let the servant church arise, a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ’s sacrifice, and clothed in Christ’s humanity.

4. For he alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread and feed the starving multitude.

5. We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord,
to care for all, without reserve, and spread his liberating word.

SENDING FORTH
Beloved, may God bless you with the wisdom to discern the truth as you follow Christ, who
testifies to the truth by embodying Love in all times and in all places. Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, August 2024.

GOING FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE

POSTLUDE “ Elevation” DANA MOODY
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Welcome in the name of our Lord. A nurturing and well-supervised nursery is available for
infants and young children. A Cry Room is also available. Please ask the greeter for further
assistance and directions to these rooms. [1] = Invites persons to stand as they are able.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER

Loving, sustaining God, like the mighty oak, may our branches at Oaklette church embrace
those around us in this community. Use us as an instrument to welcome and shelter your
people. Deepen our roots so that our branches are strong. Let the Holy Spirit flow like a
river through our church, so that we may do your will. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.

OPENING SCRIPTURE John 18:1-9 [NRSV]
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley to a
place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, also knew the place because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they
came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to
him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?”” They answered, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When
Jesus said to them, “I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them,
“Whom are you looking for?”” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you
that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these people go.” This was to fulfill the word that

he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.”

PRELUDE O Master Let Me Walk with Thee ¢
MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Lay Reader: Children of God, whom do you follow?
People: We follow Christ, Ruler of us all.

DANA MOODY



Lay Reader: Children of God, what kind of Ruler is Christ?

People: Christ reigns with love and truth, justice and mercy, compassion and peace.

Lay Reader: Children of God, how will you live in the reign of Christ?

People: We will join Christ in choosing love, truth, justice, mercy, compassion, and peace
even when our world tells us not to.

Lay Reader: Children of God, come, let us worship God whose Love reigns over us,
exemplified in Jesus Christ!

People: Come, let us worship! Thanks be to God. Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, August, 2024.

OPENING PRAYER (ALL)

Eternal God, Jesus taught that true power is made known in service: we are to love you,
our neighbors, and ourselves as we reveal your reign of peace. Give us the will to do this
work and the grace that we may accomplish it; with you, in Christ, and through the
Holy Spirit, on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

Long, Kim; Long, Kim. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: 2 (pp. 259-260). Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition.
HYMN “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” #158

+  Come, Christians, join to sing; Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King: Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;
Alleluial Amen!

. Come, lift your hearts on high: Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky: Alleluia! Amen!
He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend,;
His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen!

»  Praise yet the Lord again: Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain: Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore his goodness we’ll adore,
singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

All: Hide your truth in our hearts, dear God, for we are a people who are attracted to
the error of our ways. We make bad choices, O Lord. We find ourselves in
predicaments that make us sigh and groan. We have brought upon ourselves many of
the disasters that have come our way. We were not honest and truthful in all situations.
We even try to hide from ourselves when we realize that we are responsible for our own
mistakes. O Lord, do not remove yourself from us. Forgive us, we pray, for the many
sins, wrongdoings, shortcomings, and lies. Fill us with your grace and blot out our
transgressions. Give us genuine love for each other, we pray. We thank you for the
assurance of your forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ. Hear us, we pray, in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Written by T. Anne Daniel in The Africana Worship Book, Year B (Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 2007), 164

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANTHEM CHANCEL CHOIR

SCRIPTURE John 18:33-37 [NRSV]
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you
about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not
belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that [ am a king. For this I
was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to
the truth listens to my voice.”

“Restore My Soul”

SERMON
HYMN

“Belong to the Truth” Rev. Ned Alderman
“He is Exalted” TFWS #2070

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise him.
He is exalted, forever exalted and | will praise his name!
He is the Lord, forever his truth shall reign;
Heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name.

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high.

Repeat

STATEMENT OF FAITH, AFFIRMATION FROM 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-6
AND COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 #888

Leader: This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are
saved:

All: Christ died for our sins, was buried, was raised on the third day, and appeared first
to the women, then to Peter and the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We
believe Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One of God, the firstborn of all creation, the
firstborn from the dead, in whom all things hold together, in whom the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell by the power of the Spirit. Christ is the head of the body, the
church, and by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to God. Amen.

GLORI PATRI



Today’s service is being broadcast on Facebook Live at 11:00 am. You can access the service through the
Oaklette Church Group on Facebook. You can also access the sermon through the Oaklette UMC Facebook
page. If you are unable to use Facebook Live a link can be sent to you by email after the Facebook Live Worship

has been recorded, but we will need your email address to do this. The Facebook Live service will also be
downloaded to our website on Monday morning.

The flowers on the altar today are presented to the glory of God by Jerome Dickinson in honor of his birthday.

The Food Basket on the altar is presented to the glory of God.
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PARTNERS IN MINISTRY TODAY

Members of the Church
Nursery Care Providers: Jane Basnight & Linda Tandy
Prayer Partner: Ericka Litten
Lay Reader - Debbie Rippard
Audio-Visual Operator - Rob Castellow
Facebook Live Recorder: Bright Tsevi
Greeter: Joanne Rooks
Pastor: Rev. Ned Alderman
Administrative Assistant: Eileen Ballance
Financial Secretary: Edna Bess
Coastal Virginia Dist. Superintendent: Rev. Beth Givens
Resident Bishop, Richmond Area: Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson



